Though so much has been written upon this subject of late years, it is still one beset with difficulties of a most baffling description.
Leaving alone the question of more precise localisation?as to the particular convolution which is to be looked upon as the seat Sounds, which when revived in an unconscious and automatic manner, call into play through the intermediation of the requisite volition the various muscles necessary for the articulation of the sound. This doctrine is advanced in opposition to the one stated by Professor Bain and others, that words are necessarily " motor processes,"1 and that "a suppressed articulation is, in fact, the material of our recollection, the intellectual manifestation, the idea of speech."2 Having gone into the evidence bearing upon this question elsewhere,3 I will not now recapitulate; and seeing howT often of late the story has been told of the gradual growth of opinion as to the localisation of the so-called "faculty of language/"' I need only refer the reader to some of the best of these.4
Loss of speech, in its partial forms, is associated with affections of the brain of all degrees of gravity; frequently it is owing to the mere failure of memory for words or names; and it may be due to such general conditions as over exhaustion from excessive mental or even physical exertion, or to the occurrence of some febrile illness; whilst on the other hand it may be only one symptom of a grave structural disease of the brain, which has also produced hemiplegia, or some other well-marked paralytic condition. But it is also true that loss of speech in all its grades up to complete inability to utter any distinct articulatory sounds, may exist without any motor paralysis whatever of the hemiplegic kind. The affection for which he came to the Hospital consisted solely in an utter inability to speak, although his intelligence seemed to be unimpaired, and he could perfectly understand all the questions that were put to him. But to these questions he invariably answered " No," even when he nodded his head to signify assent. One of the students, however, informed me that when left alone with him, he had succeeded in making him say the word " cloaJc," after many repeated trials. I found only a marked deviation of the apex of the tongue to the right, but no other sign of paralysis; the face, the trunk, and limbs, could be moved with perfect freedom and force. The second day after the patient's admission I ordered him to be bled, and after this he seemed to be able to move his tongue more freely than before, but there was the same complete aphasia. When I asked him to write his name down he did so correctly, but when I told him to write down what had happened to him, he only wrote " was, was, teas.'" He knew perfectly well that this was not what lie wanted to write, and, annoyed at not being able to express his thoughts, he put down the pen. Two days after this, on my asking him to write down the name of his birth-place, he wrote "alone, alone, alone" and did so again when I asked him to write "good morning." His impatient gestures, all the while, showed that he was perfectly conscious that he was not writing what he had in his mind.
[Jan., Mere it seems that the fact of the repetition of the letter a in the
